
Community Resource Center’s Rural Action Network 

Western Slope Regional Resource Guide 
Western Slope Regional Resources and Partnership Building Workshop 

September 3rd, 2020 
 

Recording of panelists - 
https://crcamerica.org/programs/rural-action-network/rural-action-network-past-events/ 
 
Funding 

● Western Colorado Community Foundation 
○ Website - https://wc-cf.org/  
○ Contact - Tedi Gillespie, Grants and Community Outreach Director, 

tgillespie@wc-cf.org 
○ Description - The mission of the Western Colorado Community Foundation is to 

promote charitable giving, build and manage charitable funds for community good, 
and provide grants, scholarships and other resources to benefit the residents and 
communities of western Colorado. 

○ Grants - https://wc-cf.org/nonprofits/grantmaking/  
 

● Aspen Community Foundation 
○ Website - https://aspencommunityfoundation.org/  
○ Contact - Bryan Alvarez-Terrazas, Program Associate, 

bryan@aspencommunityfoundation.org, (970-319-7598) 
○ Description - Aspen Community Foundation builds philanthropy and supports 

nonprofit organizations by connecting donors to community needs, building 
permanent charitable funds and bringing people together to solve community 
problems. 

○ Grants - https://aspencommunityfoundation.org/apply/apply-grant-nonprofits/ 
■ Please note that the current community grantmaking cycle is closed, but 

technical assistance/capacity-building grantmaking is still available 
 

● Kenneth King Foundation 
○ Website - https://kennethkingfoundation.org/  
○ Contact - info@kennethkingfoundation.org, (303-832-3200) 
○ Description - Our mission is to create opportunity for Coloradans to reach their 

fullest potential for self-sufficiency through access to entrepreneurship, 
employment, grantmaking, basic needs and improved quality of life. 

○ Grants - https://kennethkingfoundation.org/focus-areas/ 
 

● Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) Colorado 
○ Website - https://cdola.colorado.gov/ 
○ Contact - Tamra Norton, Environmental Compliance Officer, 

tamra.norton@state.co.us 
○ Link to Fund Development Roundtable Recording 

 
● Chinook Fund 

○ Website - https://chinookfund.org/ 
○ Contact - office@chinookfund.org, (303-455-6905) 
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○ Description - Chinook Fund supports grassroots organizations working on issues of 
social and economic justice; by pooling our collective resources, we seed groups 
making a positive, systemic impact to improve the quality of life for all Coloradans. 

○ Grants - https://chinookfund.org/apply/ (upcoming grant cycle closes 9/21) 
○ Additional ‘Another World is Possible’ Fund - 

https://chinookfund.org/anotherworld/apply/  
■ Rapid response general operating grants to organizations who are currently 

active and responding to the impact of COVID-19 on their organizations and 
communities and have a social justice lens. 
 

● Colorado Creative Industries 
○ Website - http://coloradocreativeindustries.org/  
○ Contact - Margaret Hunt, Executive Director, margaret.hunt@state.co.us, 

(303-892-3870) 
○ Description - As a division of the Office of Economic Development and International 

Trade, we support and encourage the innovators, creators, change-makers and 
dreamers who improve our quality of life and make Colorado creative. We focus on 
strengthening the vitality of visual, performing and literary arts through promotion, 
resources and funding opportunities. We believe in bold innovation and the 
invaluable contributions the arts bring to this beautiful state. 

○ COVID-19 Resources - 
https://coloradocreativeindustries.org/opportunities/resources-to-support-the-arts-d
uring-covid-19/  

○ Open Opportunities - http://coloradocreativeindustries.org/opportunities/  
○ Grants - http://coloradocreativeindustries.org/opportunity-type/grants/ 

 
Resources 

● Vail Valley Partnership 
○ Website - https://www.vailvalleypartnership.com/  
○ Contact - Anna Robinson, Program Manager, anna@vailvalleypartnership.com, 

(970-477-4027) 
○ Description - Vail Valley Partnership is the regional community development 

organization, dedicated to the economic vitality of the Vail Valley. We support local 
businesses. We unite key stakeholders. We lead collaborative efforts throughout the 
community. 

○ Events, including the Nonprofit Learning Series (free) - 
https://www.vailvalleypartnership.com/full-events-calendar/  

■ 90-Day Plan to Fundraise Your Way Out of the Pandemic - (9/17 from 1-2:30 
PM) 

● Manaus 
○ Website - https://www.manaus.org/  
○ Contact - info@manaus.org 
○ Description - Manaus, formerly the Manaus Fund, is a nonprofit that works in 

partnership with others to solve social injustices. Using the principles of community 
organizing and human-centered design, we help create sustainable solutions to 
issues that further equity within our communities. 

○ The Manaus Emergency Fund - designed to financially support those who otherwise 
do not have access to public or traditional funds. 
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■ https://www.manaus.org/emergency-fund-pandemic-relief 
■ MANAUS is uniquely positioned to directly support those in our community 

who are suffering during the COVID-19 pandemic. MANAUS is dispersing the 
MANAUS Emergency Fund through LaMedichi, a savings and credit club. 
(https://lamedichi.org/ayuda?lang=en-US 
 

● Eagle Valley Community Foundation 
○ Website - https://eaglevalleycf.org/  
○ Contact - Susie Davis, Director of Community Impact, susie@eaglevalleycf.org, 

(970-977-1093) 
○ Description - The Foundation seeks to work within the community to ensure that all 

local families, and especially children, regardless of background, have access to 
services including healthy food, basic healthcare and early childhood education. 
Access to these foundational resources will support the continued development of a 
healthy and thriving community. 

 
● United Way Battlement to the Bells 

○ Website - https://unitedwaybb.org/  
○ Contact - Traci Gurley-Tomashosky, Local Board Chair, traci@unitedwaybb.org, 

(970-625-8189) 
○ Description - United Way improves lives by mobilizing the caring power of 

communities from Battlement Mesa to Aspen to advance the common good for all, 
focusing on education, financial well-being and health. 

○ Resource list - https://unitedwaybb.org/covid-19-resources/ 
 

● United Way Mesa County 
○ Website - https://www.unitedwaymesacounty.org/  
○ Contact - info@uwmesacounty.org, (970-243-5364) 
○ Description - United Way of Mesa County fights for the Health, Education and 

Self-Reliance of every person in our community. Our work is focused on these 
building blocks for a good life: 

■ Health – People are connected to regular, quality physical and mental health 
services 

■ Education – Parents are supported throughout early childhood development, 
all children enter kindergarten ready to learn, and more students are reading 
at grade level by 4th grade 

■ Self-Reliance – Residents have access to basic needs in times of crisis 
 

● Center for Independence 
○ Website - https://cfigj.org/  
○ Contact - https://cfigj.org/contact/  
○ Description - CFI is governed by people with disabilities – nothing about us without 

us! We work to uphold the Independent Living philosophy: that people with 
disabilities have the right to live their lives independently, with dignity, and to their 
fullest potential. CFI provides information to individuals and businesses about the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), accessibility guidelines, and other technical 
assistance. Our Board of Directors and Staff are comprised of 51% or more people 
with disabilities, which gives CFI insight in the design and delivery of our services. 
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● Grand Valley Coalition for the Homeless 

○ Website - 
http://gvch.homestead.com/?fbclid=IwAR3DXcU_LgQleYRJ00v42lz-WZYUbXl5Gz6N6_R
G18bjtN35SdtgLd-QJfE  

○ Contact - 
https://www.facebook.com/Grand-Valley-Coalition-for-the-Homeless-1378485763077
51/  

○ Description - We are a coalition of organizations and individuals who work to address 
the issue of homelessness in the Grand Valley. We meet on the fourth Thursday of 
every month in the Saccomanno Room at St. Mary's Hospital at 2635 N. 7th Street in 
Grand Junction. 

■ Member agencies include: Grand Valley Catholic Outreach, United Way, St. 
Mary's Hospital, Hope Enrichment Center, REACH District 51, Solidarity Not 
Charity, Colorado Department of Labor & Employment, Colorado West 
Mental Health, Colorado Legal Services, Mesa County Sheriff's Office, Mesa 
County DHS, Department of Corrections, HomewardBound, Housing First No 
More Deaths, Colorado West Regional Mental Health, Grand Junction Police 
Department (Homeless Outreach Team), Housing Resources of Western 
Colorado, Christian Food Outreach, Headstart, Joining Hands, School Work 
Alliance Program, GJ Vet Center, Rocky Mountain Head Start, Karis 
Foundation, Grand Valley Peace & Justice, Mesa County Public Libraries, The 
Way Home Committee, DVOP - CDLE, Hilltop, The Salvation Army, American 
Cancer Society, VA Medical Center, Grand Junction Housing Authority, 
Western Colorado AIDS Project, Center for Independence, Angel Light/Joining 
Hands, Marillac Clinic, SWAP & WIA, HOPE of the Grand Valley, and the 
Colorado Department of Corrections. 
 

● Grand Valley Peace and Justice 
○ Website - http://gvpeacejustice.org/  
○ Contact - Sherry Cole, Program Coordinator, 

programcoordinator@gvpeacejustice.org, (970-985-4253) 
○ Description - Grand Valley Peace and Justice was established in 1990. In order to 

serve the common good of all, we invite all denominations and communities to join 
with us to effectively create and implement projects and programs on local, national, 
and international justice concerns.  

 
● Grand Valley Task Force 

○ Website - https://www.facebook.com/GVtaskforce  
○ Contact - gvtaskforce@gmail.com  
○ Description - Our mission is finding just and equitable solutions for all by shining a 

light on implicit, explicit, and systemic bias in our community. 
■ Identify how bias impacts each system and its related institutions and design 

strategies to address them. 
■ Research how other communities have successfully addressed bias and 

consider those best practices or programs in designing and implementing 
local strategies. 
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■ Identify available baseline data and additional data points that would be 
useful for measuring task force impact and work with institutions to develop 
a system for collecting, analyzing, and implementing that data-driven change. 

■ Assist community and institutional leaders in evaluating how bias impacts 
their organizations, including in recruiting and hiring diverse workforces, and 
support them in developing policies and practices for preventing it. 

■ Engage the community by actively seeking input to address issues and 
implement solutions, including providing safe mediums to receive 
community input and experiences. 

■ Host opportunities for people to learn about bias, interact with others who 
are different from themselves, and find common ground. 

■ Audit each system for accessibility to information in different languages, 
format, and delivery methods and ensure residents have meaningful access 
to essential information in their own language. 

■ Identify and remove barriers to participation for marginalized community 
members on local boards and commissions and in other volunteer and 
business leadership positions. 

 
● Grand Junction Mutual Aid/Western Slope Mutual Aid 

○ Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/WSMA970/  
○ Contact - grandjunctionmutualaid@gmail.com  
○ Register to Volunteer - 

https://gjmutualaid.com/?fbclid=IwAR0uTL5e7s3U9WHEhqfOEx9L_58pHNrhjCBHeDD
8v8XRjQ_u8qIKzGeryko  

○ Description - In light of the recent virus and the pandemic, we need to come together 
as a community, to help one another out. GJ Mutual Aid is for offering surplus items, 
requesting needed items, and sharing reliable information in Grand Junction and the 
surrounding areas. We are creating change in our community, and improving each 
other’s lives. We will get through this. 
 

● Build Colorado Workforce Development 
○ Website - https://www.buildcolorado.com/  
○ Contact - https://www.buildcolorado.com/contact or Bryan@cefcolorado.org, 

(720-413-1888)  
○ Description - This website is THE source for workforce development programs and 

opportunities in Colorado’s construction industry. BuildColorado.com details 
pathways and opportunities for our diverse and expanding population to begin a 
new career that yields livable wages and benefits, supports our community and 
economy, and provides the skilled trades workforce needed to build a strong 
infrastructure and an even brighter future for Colorado. 

 
Crowdsourced Ideas of How to Support Leaders of Color and Racial Justice Work 

● Share resource lists. 
● Spending the time to educate yourself and listen. 
● Recognize, have conversations in our communities and in our workplaces. Try to have the 

conversations without fear, with an open mind. Be empathetic and acknowledge the 
struggle. 
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● Standing up and saying something rather than avoiding stepping on toes. Bringing folks in 
and having conversations early on. Sit down at the table with each other to speak about 
similarities. 

● Put trust into new people’s communication approaches. 
● Start a Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) Chapter. 
● Engage in advocacy that addresses systemic racism. 
● Support black owned businesses in our communities. 
● Supporting community organizations and collaborating with organizations that focus on 

business owners of color. 
● General operating support from foundations.  
● Talk to partners and grantees about the kinds of diversity training they are doing.  
● Donate hours of administrative support to help people of color work through complex 

paperwork. 
● Put a budget line item in for internal diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) work - commit to 

funding it. 
● Training and monetary support for organizations to offer service and training to staff and 

community members around racial justice, inclusion, diversity. 
● Hire diverse board members and staff. 
● Conduct focus groups with people of color.  


